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Community Participation Hike, Nov 28

th
 to Skinners Bluff 

 

Executive Directors Update – December 2018 
 

The Christmas decorations have been hung, the parties have been planned and the snow has arrived.   The 
winter solstice will soon be upon us and I am looking forward to longer days and hopefully more sunshine 
along with the cold temperature and snow.   As usual it has been very busy here at BPACL.     
 

339 Mary Street Tenants Welcome Their Neighbours and Family 
 

On Friday Nov 30th the new tenants of 339 Mary St. welcomed neighbours and family to a “Come and Go Tea”.    
Having watched the building being constructed, the afternoon provided an opportunity for the neighbours to 
meet the tenants, provide them with a wee tour and enjoy a cup of tea.   Many neighbours, friends and family 
made it out to the event and Bill Walker also dropped by to say hello. 
 

 
                   Susan and Mary Beth ready to welcome the   
                   neighbours. 

 
              Vicki greets Bill Walker 
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Strategic Planning Update – A Vision of the Future 
 
On Friday, November 23, Jen Keilty-Friesen and Janeen Halliwell from People Minded Business (PMB) 
facilitated a one day session to formalize our strategic direction and goals as well as a review of our mission 
vision and values to ensure they continue to reflect our future focus.  We had good representation from staff, 
management, board members, families and people supported. 
 
Through all the work so far, four strategic directions have been identified for consideration by the Board along 
with goals to achieve over the next few years.   The draft plan will be brought to the Strategic Plan Steering 
Committee and then to the Board of Directors for final input and approval. 
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the strategic planning process, whether it was through coming to 
the focus groups, the surveys, telephone conversation, or participation in the planning day.    We appreciate 
the time and effort you have provided in assisting BPACL to figure out our path forward in the next few weeks. 
 
Stay tuned for news in the New Year about the final version of the Strategic Plan! 
 

 
 

 

Bid Euchre Tournament – Submitted by Cheryl Playford 
 

The Bid Euchre Tournament was a successful day. There were forty tickets sold to the event.   I asked my sister 
and two brothers if it was ok with them for me to buy a plaque in honour of our Dad.   They said yes. I went to 
Ram Trophies to look at the plaque I pick out and asked them to engrave IN HONOUR OF ROBERT CRAIG.  
 
I went to the Legion to see if I could rent the upstairs hall. I met with the president Brian Thompson. He said 
yes and we both signed the paper to rent the hall for September 16, 2018.  
 
I organized and planned the following:  
>> Tickets  
>> Flyers 
>> Score sheets 
>> Food prep 
>> I had to buy cards and pens  
>> There were a few door prizes from local stores in town.  
 
When everything was done everyone clapped and said “well done!”   Thank you!  
 
 
 

BID Euchre Tournament a Success! 
 

On September 16, 2018, Cheryl Playford held a Bid Euchre Tournament in honour of her father.   The 
following is Cheryl’s outline of the event: 
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Community Participation – Thursday Morning Hiking Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above are pictures from the Thursday Hiking Group to Skinner’s Bluff on November 28.   The group visits many 

of the amazing trails in Grey and Bruce County each week.  In speaking to one of the hikers, Val talked about 

how it was such a beautiful and exhilarating the hike.  It was exciting and beautiful and challenged her in ways 

she hadn’t anticipated.  We are so fortunate to live so close to so many incredible trails that can be accessed 

year round, all one needs is good shoes and maybe some snowshoes for the winter.   There are so many 

studies that have been done that indicate how walks in nature can improve one’s physical and mental health.  

Community Participation has been working hard to provide active outdoor in this beautiful community we live 

in. If you are interested in joining the hiking group please contact Cara Scheuerman at c.scheuerman@bpacl.ca    

Generous Donation from Lion’s Head Lionesses  

 

Bev Miller of the Lion’s Head Lionesses presents a donation cheque for $757.00 to Jeanie Finger, Program  

mailto:c.scheuerman@bpacl.ca


 
 

 
4 

Manager and Michele Bell, Executive Director.   The generous donation will be helpful to enhance Christmas 
for people in our community who are in need as well as contribute to program activities for Community 
Participation.   BPACL is so very thankful to the Lionesses for their thoughtful donation to our Agency.  If you 
would like to make a donation to BPACL please visit our website where donations can be made online.   
BPACL.ca or follow the link below.    Donations allow BPACL to provide support and services that are not 
covered by Ministry funding and are greatly appreciated.    
 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/19092 
 
 

BPACL STAFF Christmas Party 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
On December 7, 2018 Bruce Peninsula Association for Community Living’s employees came together to 
celebrate the holiday season at the BPACL Staff Christmas Party. The party was organized by BPACL’s Social 
Committee members Jeanie Finger, Cathy Irving, Golda Snook, Amber McCartney, Tiffany Forbes, and Cindy 
Deakins.   The event was held at the Walker House in Southampton.   It was an opportunity for staff to spend 
time together away from work, meet some spouses who were brave enough to attend, and dance the night 
away after a fabulous meal.  The Committee did a fantastic job at organizing this event.   They have set the bar 
high.    We are looking forward to the next staff event.    I hear that plans are in the works for a spring/summer 
time family event.   Well done Social Committee!    And THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR ALL THE WORK YOU PUT 
INTO MAKING THE EVENT A SUCCESS.   Also, I would be remiss if I did not thank and mention the generous 
donation from the Board of Directors that helped to make the event affordable for everyone. 
 
 
 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/19092
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BPACL’s Annual Christmas Lunch with Family and Friends 
 

 
 

 
On December 14, 2018 we hosted our annual Christmas Luncheon with family and friends. Approximately 75 
people attended. The lunch was prepared by the Wiarton Propeller Club. As always, the meal was delicious 
and we would like to thank the Propeller Club for all the hard work in preparing such a fabulous meal. It was a 
wonderful time to connect with people in this beautiful community and even sing a carol or two with Lenny’s 
Karaoke.   The Board of Directors made a generous donation to the event in order to keep it affordable for 
everyone.   A big thank you to Community Participation and Cathy Irving for organizing a wonderful afternoon! 
 

Dates to Remember: 

Dec 24 to Jan 1 inclusive Office Closure:  
Dec 24 to Jan 2 inclusive,  Community Participation Closure 
Jan 3, 2019   Community Participation New Winter Schedule begins 

 


