
 

 

 

 

   
 

MEMORANDUM 
To:  Families and Friends of people supported by BPACL 
From:  Laura Balint 
Date:  February 16, 2022 
Subject: Lifting Extended Measures 

 

Dear families and friends  

 

The province of Ontario is lifting COVID-19 measures and some of the public health mandates. 

In line with that our funder, MCCSS also lifted the extended measures put in place to mitigate 

the risk of transmission of Omicron.  

Effective February 21, 2022, the extended measures related to visitor and overnight absence 

restrictions currently in effect for MCCSS funded and/or licensed congregate living settings 

(CLSs) will be lifted.  

• Non-essential visits in congregate living settings will be permitted to resume, in 

alignment with provincial social gathering limits; 

•  Non-essential overnight absences for residents will be permitted to resume, in 

alignment with provincial public health measures. 

This is welcomed news to you and to your loved ones. We encourage being out and about and 

reconnecting with family and activities missed during the last 2 years.  

As we keep our doors open and the mandates and testing are fading or non-existent in our 

communities, we as an agency need to manage the risk and support each other to limit 

outbreaks or exposures.  

Please allow me to share our latest experience.  

In congregate care settings being exposed or infected (regardless if it is your home or your 

work) there are consequences for all people connected to the home. The consequences are not 

always health related. During the last outbreak, the person who did not get the infection was in 

isolation the longest (40 days+). During outbreak, staff may become a high-risk contact and that 

will affect their families in their ability to attend work or school.   

Striking the balance between risk and benefits will depend on working together as one support 

circle around every person we support regardless if we are paid and fall under MCCSS guides or 

family members.  

At this point the most important thing is being very honest in the screening forms: 



 

 

 

 

   
 

1. There will be a new QR code for screening for every person when they return home. The 

goal is to identify any risk. If any risk is identified: 

i. we start limiting in-home contacts between people to limit the necessity 

of isolation of other people in the home  

ii. enhance employees PPE use immediately, so they are will not be 

considered high risk contacts 

2. There will be rapid antigen screening after overnight visits as per ministry guidelines.  

As we settle in, to live with this virus, personal responsibility, to mitigate not just the health 

problems but the unintended consequences of an outbreak will be paramount. Removing 

mandates while accessing our community is a welcome break. We need support from families 

to make sure that the homes can stay safe for all.  

If you have any questions, please reach out to me at lbalint@bpacl.ca to talk about your 

personal situation and how to work through them.  

 

Sincerely: Laura Balint  
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